FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
could, nor would, coerce them. The truth is
that imperial federation was killed by the policy
of colonial federation which has created the
Dominions.
If that beautiful dream is abandoned, cannot
something less be realized, something of the
nature of an Imperial Customs Union with an
empire tariff? This is an idea which appeals
strongly to many of our most patriotic imperial-
ists, and at first sight it has much in its favour.
For it is a solid economic fact that the home
country is a great market for the foodstuffs and
raw materials of the colonies, and has hitherto
been also the cheapest and most willing market
for the loans they need for their development.
And it is true also that the colonies have%een an
excellent market for Bntish manufactures. Hence
a still closer economic union might well seem a
benefit to both parties. It is no wonder that half-
hearted and miserably inadequate attempts have
been made on both sides to realize this idea, by
granting preferences to British manufactures and
to colonial produce.
Unfortunately matters are not likely to go
42